
DAY 1 : 12TH SEPTEMBER 2024 

(THURSDAY)

9.00 AM

OPENING CEREMONY

•

•

•

•

•

10.15 AM

CONNECTING MUSLIM TOURISTS IN 

THE DIGITAL SPACE

By Shahzad Younas

 Muzz

10.45 AM

MORNING COFFEE BREAK

11.00 AM

WHO IS THE MUSLIM TRAVELLER?

Panellist: 
i. Ala Uddin  

Mud Orange

ii. Dr. Cindy Seow  

Malaysia Chinese Inbound Association 

(MICA)

iii. Fazal Bahardeen  

Crescentrating

Moderator:  Noor Ahmad Hamid

 Pacific Asia Travel 

Association (PATA)

12.00 PM

FEMALE MUSLIM TRAVELLERS: THE 

POWERHOUSE DRIVING THE 

INDUSTRY FORWARD

By Elena Nikolova

Muslim Travel Girl

12.30 PM

LUNCH

2.00 PM

STANDARDS: THE KEY TO WINNING 

OVER MUSLIM TOURISTS

Panellists:

i. Alex Castaldi  

Sunway Hospitality Group

ii. Dr. Barbara Hayat Ruiz-Bejarano

 The Andalusi Medina Network

iii. Myra Paz Valderrosa-Abubakar

 Department of Tourism 

Philippines

iv. İhsan Övüt Standards 

and Metrology Institute for Islamic 

Countries

Moderator: Marina Muhamad

 Islamic Tourism Centre

TRACK 1 : UNDERSTANDING THE 

MUSLIM TOURIST

TRACK 2: MUSLIM FRIENDLY

TRAVEL AND THE COMMUNITY



3.15 PM

MUSLIM-FRIENDLY TRAVEL: 

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

By Alex Lee Yun Ping Terrapuri 

Heritage Village

4.00 PM

THE HARMONY OF ISLAM AND 

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

Panellists:

i. Kingston Khoo Eco-STEPS

ii. Dr. Nisha Abu Bakar  World 

Women Tourism

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Hafiz Hanafiah

 MARA 

University of Technology (UITM)

4.45 PM

THE POWER OF FOOD

i. Datuk Manoharan Periasamy

 Tourism Malaysia

ii. Gero DiMaria  Kucina 

Italian Restaurant

iii. Datin Kalsom Taib  Recipes Are 

For Sharing

Moderator: Vincent Vichit-Vadakan  Food & 

Travel Journalist

5.30 PM

COFFEE BREAK / END OF DAY 1

DAY 2 : 13TH SEPTEMBER 2024 

(FRIDAY)

TRACK 3: GROWTH AND 

OPPORTUNITY

9.00 AM

LEADERS CIRCLE: A CONVERSATION 

ON FORGING CONNECTIONS

Panellists:

i. YB Loh Sze Yee

 Perak

ii. HE Karomidin Gadoev

Embassy of Uzbekistan to Malaysia

iii. Dr Maszlee Malik International 

Institute of Advanced Islamic Studies 

(IAIS) Malaysia

iv. Nizran Noordin   Islamic 

Tourism Centre

Moderator: Mohamed Ali Harrath

Islam Channel

10.00 AM

MORNING COFFEE BREAK

10.15 AM 

PROMOTING ISLAMIC HERITAGE AS 

A DRIVER FOR TOURISM



Panellist:

i.       HE Karomidin Gadoev  

         Embassy of Uzbekistan to Malaysia

ii. Marta Fernández Martín  Spain 

Tourism Board

iii. Nur Alyssa Coraline Yussin

Islamic Tourism 

Centre

Moderator: Anis Ramli Halaluxe

11.30 AM 

INSPIRING ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Panellist:

i. Jennifer Ogunyemi Sisters in 

Business

ii. Shahzad Younas

Muzz

iii. Dato’ Sri Vincent Tiew Soon Thung

 KL Wellness City

Moderator: Gary Bowerman Check-in 

Asia

12.30 PM 

LUNCH / FRIDAY PRAYERS

2.30 PM

BRINGING THE NON-MAINSTREAM, 

MAINSTREAM: CONNECTING ACROSS 

BOUNDARIES

By Omar DaCosta Shahid Creed & 

Culture

3.15 PM

ISLAMIC FINANCE AND THE 

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

MUSLIM-FRIENDLY TRAVEL

Panellist:

i. Junaid Wahedna

Wahed

Moderator: Mirza Vejzagic

Malaysia-Bosnia and Herzegovina Business 

Council

4.00 PM

MOU SIGNING WITH RUSQUALITY 

AND UNISZA

CLOSING REMARKS AND 

RESOLUTIONS

4.30 PM

NETWORKING / COFFEE BREAK / 

END OF WORLD ISLAMIC TOURISM 

CONFERENCE (WITC) 2024

TRACK 4 : INCLUSIVITY
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